The article entitled “Lack of Autodisable Syringe Use and Health Care Indicators Are Associated With High HIV Prevalence: An International Ecologic Analysis” indicates that the paucity of basic medical supplies, such as syringes, in much of sub-Saharan Africa indicates a higher prevalence of HIV.  Only with the reallocation of resources can such a trend be reversed.

The article “Community-Based Interventions for Improving Perinatal and Neonatal Health Outcomes in Developing Countries: A Review of the Evidence” emphasizes the need for readily available medical materials to assist in the improvement of perinatal and neonatal health.  At the United Nations Millennium Summit in September 2000, the “wide-scale implementation of proven, cost-effective measures required to save women’s and newborns’ lives” was identified as a critical goal.

The article “Public health care under pressure in sub-Saharan Africa” exalts the many benefits that would come from an increase of medical resources in Africa.  Aside from helping to quell the spread of infectious diseases like AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis, the increase would also make life easier for the personnel in health centers who must work in run-down buildings and deal with high quantities of patients with extraordinary health problems.

The article “Vulnerability and HIV/AIDS in Africa: from demography to development” includes information on both the contributing factors to the prevalence of these diseases.  Because of such a high level of both poverty and prior infection, African countries are fighting a losing battle.  It must be fought with changes in behavior, which must come within the societies, and more effective healthcare, which must be stimulated by help from foreign institutions.
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