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	Introduction 

This report outlines activities carried out in the months of April, May and June in order to achieve the objectives of the project. Each planned outcome had a quarterly target to measure progress and as such the report below is organised versus the planned quarterly targets.

Outcome-specific achievements

Outcome 1: Women Access and Use of preventative Services Improved

Facilitate access, distribution and proper use of male & female condoms

Quarterly target: The quarterly target was to distribute a total of 10,000 female condoms to 1,000 Men and 1625 Women by End Of Quarter (EOQ)

The consumption trends in the quarter were as follows:

# of people

# of people as a %

# of condoms

# of condoms as a %

By sex

Women

1,091

61%

7755

64%

Men

694

39%

4382

36%

By age group

15-19

439

25%

2842

23%

20-24

559

31%

3802

31%

25-29

478

27%

3203

27%

30+

309

17%

2290

19%

By usage frequency

First users

652

37%

2297

19%

Repeated users

1,133

63%

9,858

81%

Totals 

1,785

12137

A total of 1785 people were reported to have consumed 12,137 female condoms in the quarter. 
About 1,091 of these were women, whereas 694 were men, which mean that 64% of the consumers were female. The women consumed 7,755 female condoms, which is 64% of the condoms that were distributed in the quarter

The age group 20-24 had the highest consumption, which is 31% of the female condoms. This is probably because it is the age group that is most sexually active compared to the other age groups. The age group 30+ consumed 19% of the female condoms. 

37% of the people who used female condoms were first users, whereas 63% were repeat users. The number of repeat users has exceeded that of first users in the quarter. 

The problem in supplies of the female condoms continued in the quarter the planned number of people to access female condoms could not be met despite the fact that the targeted number of female condoms distributed was met.  This happened because most of the people who accessed female condoms were repeat users and these usually take a larger number of condoms.  The UNFPA continued to face problems to supply the project with female condoms. According to them, female condoms are most likely to be available in the month of July. The condoms that were distributed in the quarter were the ones that had already been supplied to the project before the end of March and the ones that were collected from Goal Malawi. So the table is reporting on very few female condoms that were still left in the project sites (epicenters). 
Mobilise for VCT use in each village

Quarterly target: The quarterly target was “a total of 875 people to have used VCT (at least 50% of them, being women) while 2,375 people have access to VCT by EOQ.

THP-Malawi’s collaboration with MACRO for provision of mobile VCT services right in the villages continued in the quarter in Nchalo and Jali Epicenters.  

Mobile VCT failed to take place in the months of May and June in Nsondole epicenter as MACRO had suspended their visits to Nsondole in April. The usage for VCT was as follows in the quarter:

PLACE

Total tested

Men

Women

Total +

Men+

Women+

Nchalo

1133

560

573

136

47

89

Nsondole

59

34

25

2

0

2

Jali 

655

365

290

72

39

33

Total 

1847

959

888

210

86

124

1847 people were tested versus a planned target of 875 people. 888 of the people who used VCT services were women (representing a usage of 48%) and 959 were men. The figures for women continue to rise as the VCT is done right in the village where women are now able to easily access the services. The infection rate among the women was at 14%, whereas for the men the infection rate was at 8%. These figures show clearly that the infection rate amongst the women still remains higher than in men. In the last quarter the infection rate for women was higher at 21%. The overall infection rate in this quarter stood at 11%.

No VCT was conducted for Ligowe and Mpingo epicenter in the quarter. In Ligowe now that the epicenter structure is there, what remains is for THP to have an agreement with MACRO to start providing VCT there. As for Mpingo epicenter mobile VCT will have to continue at arranged times in the villages since the epicenter does not have a dispensary.

In Nsondole and Ligowe epicenters focus group discussions were conducted to sensitise people on VCT and its benefits. The table below shows the number of people reached:
Epicenter

# of men reached

# of women reached

# of boys reached

# of girls reached

Total # reached

Ligowe 

19

11

13

18

61

Nsondole

58

79

23

21

181

Total 

77

90

36

39

242

These discussions enable people to ask questions that they would not normally feel free to ask in a big group.

Mpingo Epicenter PLWA

In the quarter, a total of 7 people living with HIV and AIDS from Mpingo Epicenter came forward and these are being mobilised into a support group (1 man and 6 women). Plans are that the group should be encouraged and supported so that it can grow and become a CBO (similar to the PLWA CBO in Nchalo epicenter).

 Outcome 2: Silence on Sexuality broken and Gender Relations Improved
Facilitate HIV and AIDS and Gender Inequality village workshops utilising the developed manual.

Quarterly target: A total of 4,250 people and 1625 school children were targeted to participate in village based workshops during the quarter

The HIV and AIDS Specialised animators continued to conduct village-based workshops in the month. A total of 5,515 people were reached in the quarter versus a planned total target of 4,250 people. Against a target of 1,625 school children for the quarter, 3,963 were reached, and against a target of 2,625 adults, 1,457 were reached. The figures of adults that were reached are way below target in the quarter and hence there is need to intensify on close monitoring of their work. There has been an increase in the trend of planned meetings failing to take place.

Epicenter 

# of men reached 

# of women reached

# of boys reached 

# of girls reached

Total # reached

Jali

132

188

1423

1660

3403

Nchalo

200

258

136

147

741

Nsondole

79

118

83

136

416

Mpingo

32

45

26

38

141

Ligowe

175

230

238            

171

814

Totals 

618

839

1906

2152

5515

Jali HIV and AIDS Open Day

In Jali, an HIV and AIDS Open Day was conducted on 22nd June 2007 at Magomero Junior Primary School. Eight schools that are within the Jali Epicenter impact area participated in the Open Day. Through this open day 3,083 schoolchildren, 40 schoolteachers and 100 adults were reached with messages on HIV and AIDS and child abuse (figures already included in the table above). The theme of the Open Day was “Stop Violence Against Children! Stop HIV/AIDS!” Amongst some of the activities that took place were drama, songs, poems, and news bulletin carrying HIV and AIDS and Child abuse messages.

A news article on this function appeared in the Daily Times of Monday, the 25th of June (attached to the report).

Refresher meetings for HIV and AIDS Animators

Refresher meetings were conducted for Jali, Nsondole and Mpingo HIV and AIDS Animators in the quarter. These meetings helped to address the challenges that the HIV and AIDS Animators were facing as they carry out their work. The meetings also aimed to reach the new animators that had just been recruited to replace the ones that had dropped out. The topics that were discussed were VCT, Child Rights Protection and HIV and AIDS including female condoms.

Animators were advised to go further than sensitising people on Child Rights, but to also include encouraging people to report cases of child rights violation.

These meetings will continue in the month of July for the other epicenters of Nchalo, and Ligowe.

The Candlelight Memorial

In Mpingo epicenter, THP facilitated the commemoration of the Candlelight Memorial in all the schools that fall within its impact area. This was on 21st May 2007 and the theme of the function was “Making Malawi an AIDS-free nation”. The objective o this memorial was to remember the people who had died due to HIV and AIDS and also to talk about the impact that HIV and AIDS has on the communities. The activities that took place included dramas, songs, and poems on the impact of HIV and AIDS and a minute silence was observed and the actual candle lighting. The attendance of the function in the schools was as follows:

Name of school

Number of schoolchildren that attended

St James Junior Primary

300

Namaela Junior Primary

430

Mpemba LEA School

680

Mpemba Community Day Secondary

200

Total

880

A total of 880 school children were reached with HIV and AIDS messages during the function. Five officials from the Blantyre District Assembly attended the function that was conducted at Mpemba Primary school.

Outcome 3: Reduction of harmful traditional practices and Gender Based Violence
Quarterly target: 75 villages modifying and abandoning endangering cultural practices by EOP
During the month of April, a two-day long training for Nsondole Traditional leaders on HIV and AIDS was conducted. 28 traditional leaders were present and amongst the issues discussed were cultural practices. Discussions on Cultural practices were tackled from three angles:

1. Those cultural practices that had already been eliminated because of HIV and AIDS- and practices such as “kulowa Fumbi” and “kulowa fisi” were discussed

2. Those cultural practices that had been modified due to HIV and AIDS-“Jando initiation” that now provides for use of different blades on each person during circumcision, and “kuchotsa mipingu”-when there is death people are now only married people are expected to sleep together for cleansing death spirits.

3. Those cultural practices that were still existing and being practised-the leaders indicated that no practice that was harmful in relation to HIV and AIDS was being practiced, but in some cultural practices the elements of the practices that were harmful were modified.

Reporting of Gender Based Violence

Quarterly target: Evidence on increased reporting of cases from community to the animators

In April, a case of a girl who was being forced to get married to an elderly man was reported. When the issue was reported to the animators, the parents changed their decision for fear of being persecuted as the information had leaked out.

In May, people in Nsondole epicenter expressed their concern over parents who were forcing their children to work in their businesses rather than go to school so that with the hope that the increase in the workforce might get more profits. However they did not point out who was doing that. This is an indicator that people are not still very free to disclose such issues in public, hence there is need to find a strategy on how the issues are tackled so that people can feel free to report.

Outcome 4: Advocacy and Dissemination

Advocacy for increased female condom availability:

Jingles on female condoms

Quarterly target: Produced jingles aired on radio 1 MBC 

The placing of jingles on female condoms in the media houses is still awaiting the time when the female condom shortage supply problem will be addressed by the UNFPA.

Quarterly target: stakeholders meetings

THP was represented in the Blantyre District Executive Committee meeting in the quarter.

THP was also represented in the Blantyre District AIDS Coordinating Committee meeting to prepare for the Candle light memorial Ceremony in the quarter.

Document the model in a manner that it can be replicated

Model documentation is in progress.



	


QUARTERLY PLAN FOR HIV/AIDS / GENDER OFFICER

JULY -SEPTEMBER 2007

	 
	Quarter target or indicator of progress
	JULY
	AUGUST
	SEPTEMBER

	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	1
	2
	3
	4
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Women’s access and use of preventative services improved

	· Identification of factors which hinder women from accessing VCT (focus group discussions)
	· In Jali, Nchalo, Nsondole, Mpingo and Ligowe epicentres-12 villages in each epicenter  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Refresher trainings for HIV/AIDS Specialised Animators
	· Jali and Nsondole Epicenter Animators
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Mobilise for VCT use in partner villages
	· In Jali, Nchalo, Nsondole, Mpingo and Ligowe epicentres
· 2375 people have access to VCT services
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Conduct mobile VCT in all epicenters (VCT campaigns including Ligowe)
	· In Jali, Nchalo, Nsondole, Mpingo and Ligowe epicentres
· 875 people to have used VCT services, at least 50% should be women
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Facilitate access, distribution and proper use of female condoms
	· 10000 female condoms distributed

· 1625 women have used female condoms

· 1000 men have accessed female condoms
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Breaking silence on sexuality and improving gender relations

	· Facilitate HIV/AIDS and Gender Inequality village workshops
	· In Jali, Nchalo, Nsondole, Mpingo and Ligowe epicentres-12 villages in each epicenter  

· 1625 school children (at leas t 50% girls) reached 

· 2625 adults (at least 50% women) reached
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Facilitate HIV/AIDS, gender and Sexual rights open days in schools
	· In Ligowe and Nchalo epicenter

· 500 children to be reached 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reduction on harmful traditional practices and gender based violence

	· Facilitate community participatory discussions to modify and/or stopping harmful practices
	· In Jali, Nchalo, Nsondole, Mpingo and Ligowe epicentres


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Reporting of gender based violence
	· Evidence on increased reporting of cases from community to animators

· 50% of the cases reported worth prosecution are actually reported to the child rights protectors
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Advocacy and dissemination 

	· Production of extension fliers
	· 500 fliers on harmful cultural practices produced

· 500 fliers on female condoms produced
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Advocating for an increased female condom availability

         (Including Jingles)
	· Produced jingles aired on radio 1 MBC 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Facilitate collaboration with DACCs/stakeholder meetings
	· Attend 5 stakeholders meetings conducted by DACCs in all districts the project is in
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Report writing
	· 2 monthly reports produced

· 1 quarterly report produced
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